MISSION STUDY

For Pastors, Church Staff and Mission Leaders
Acts 16:9 “That night Paul had a vision. In his dream
he saw a man over in Macedonia, Greece, pleading
with him, ‘Come over here and help us.’”

GOAL: $830,000

Planning a State Mission Offering Promotion
July-August 10
Pl an a nd Pra y
•

Pray for your church to have a greater awareness and commitment to reaching the South Florida mission
field for Christ.

•

Pray for sacrificial giving by your members to the State Mission Offering.

•

Order posters, prayer guides and offering envelopes by returning the card in the back of the SMO
planning guide sent to every church; contacting the Florida Baptist Convention at 800-226-8584, ext. 3072;
email: SMO@flbaptist.org; or www.flbaptist.org/send.

•

Review videos to hear the testimonies of six dedicated church planters as well as the five videos of Dr.
Tommy Green (listed first) found on DVD. DVD is located in back pocket of Planning Guide; videos can be
downloaded at www.flbaptist.org/send.

•

Decide if your church will promote the State Mission Offering during the four Sunday morning worship
services (or four Wednesday night prayer services) in September or in a one-time church-wide event on a
Sunday evening, weekday or weeknight.

•

Schedule emphasis dates on the church calendar.

•

Set a challenging goal.

Aug. 10- September
Pro m o t e
•

Display posters in highly visible areas and/or on your church website.

•

Distribute envelopes in pews, through Sunday school, newsletters, bulletins, and/or special mailings.

•

Distribute the Prayer Guide in church bulletins or heavily trafficked areas. If your church has a prayer room,
place Prayer Guides there during September. Ask your pastor to bring attention to the Prayer Guide from
the pulpit. Consider sending one Prayer Guide story by email to church members daily for one week.
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•

Highlight the date(s) for your church promotion of the State Mission Offering.

•

Show the SMO video segments in worship services, prayer meetings, mission studies, etc.

Imp l eme nt
If you are planning to promote the State Mission Offering during the four Sunday morning worship services in
September:
•

Show one of the four short videos featuring Dr. Tommy Green during the church announcement segment
and one of the church planter videos during the offertory each Sunday. Focus the offertory prayer on the
featured church planter and Florida Baptists’ partnership in #SENDSOUTHFLORIDA.

•

Display a map of South Florida in a prominent area near your church worship center. Highlight the three
counties in #SENDSOUTHFLORIDA and pinpoint where the six featured church planters are serving. Use the
same graphic on your church website.

•

Display a poster in a prominent area near your church worship center to track your church’s progress in
reaching its State Mission Offering Goal. For example, you might have a black-and-white photo of a palm
tree that will be filled in with color to designate offering received toward the offering goal. Use the same
graphic on your church website. Each time 10 percent of the goal is reached, post an update on your
church social media accounts.

•

Consider asking your pastor to preach on the State Mission Offering theme verse, Acts 16:9, on one of the
Sundays in September.
Note: The ideas for promoting the State Mission Offering on four Sunday mornings in September can be
adapted for use on four Wednesday evenings during September as an alternative.

If you are planning to promote the State Mission Offering during a one-time church-wide event on a Sunday
evening, weekday or weeknight in September:
•

Show the long video featuring Dr. Tommy Green, “Hear the Cry … Come and Help.”

•

Ask participants to describe a recent time someone asked them for help and their response. State that
our fellow Florida Baptists in South Florida are asking us for help. Read Acts 16:9. Discuss the context of the
verse, and state that Paul immediately went to Macedonia to help. Point out that spreading the gospel
was a partnership venture in the days of the Apostle Paul just as it is now.

•

Draw attention to a large poster or PowerPoint slide with a map of South Florida. The map should highlight
the three counties in #SENDSOUTHFLORIDA and pinpoint where the six featured church planters are
serving. Using PowerPoint slides if possible, share some of the facts about the population of South Florida
included on p. 3 of the Planning Guide. State that #SENDSOUTHFLORIDA is more than about numbers; it’s
about reaching people with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

•

Read the quote from Dr. Tommy Green: “Statistics and demographics help us contextualize South Florida-but faces personalize South Florida. In the 2017 State Mission Offering, you will hear stories and see faces of
those we seek to reach and those whom God has called to be here.”

•

Show each of the four church planter videos: “Come Over and Help … Corey,” “Come Over and Help
… Jeremiah,” “Come Over and Help … Daryl” and “Come Over and Help … Mark.” If you prefer a video
in either Spanish or French, show “Venez et Secourez … Israel” or “Venga y Ayudanos … Omar.” At the
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conclusion of each video, ask participants to share the most significant takeaway they learned through
the video. Spend dedicated time in prayer for each church planter. State that this year’s State Mission
Offering focuses Florida Baptists’ efforts on church planting, revitalization and replanting in South Florida.
•

If you know of a church member who has volunteered for mission service in South Florida, ask that person
to share a brief testimony.

•

Use a poster or PowerPoint slide to highlight your church goal for the State Mission Offering. State that
each Florida Baptist is a partner in #SENDSOUTHFLORIDA and that 100 percent of the offering goes to
strengthen South Florida initiatives and church planters who are investing their lives in South Florida.

•

Lead in a silent time of prayer, directing participants to pray about how they will help those who are
spreading the gospel in South Florida. Discuss various ways Florida Baptists of all ages and abilities can help
in South Florida. Say: “Corey, Jeremiah, Daryl, Mark, Israel and Omar are pleading with us to help in South
Florida. How will you answer?” Close in prayer, asking God to inspire Florida Baptists to pray, go and give
so that #SENDSOUTHFLORIDA will make an eternal difference in South Florida.

•

Consider conducting a fellowship following the church-wide event. Feature food and/or music
representing the various cultures living in South Florida.

H o w Ca n Yo u ‘co me an d help’ South Flori da ?
Talk to your church staff or mission committee to determine if a church-wide effort can be made to help a
specific church planter in South Florida. They need churches to partner with them—as hands-on volunteers,
monthly financial supporters, and as prayer partners. Contact Al Fernandez, Southeast Florida’s regional
catalyst, to discover a church planter and his family in need of specific help from Florida Baptists. Contact:  
afernandez@flbaptist.org, 305-537-4060.

So c ia l Me d i a
Throughout your church’s promotion of the State Mission Offering, use social media to keep your church
members informed and engaged.
•

Join the Convention’s Facebook page at @flbaptists and repost stories of church planters and clip art to
tell your congregation about the challenge of South Florida or use the logo on www.flbaptist.org/msmo to
post the tweets below.  
#SendSouthFlorida 33%--or 7 million--of state’s population live in South Florida—
most dense, diverse region of state.
#SendSouthFlorida 95% of South Florida residents are unchurched.
#SendSouthFlorida “If we are not serious about reaching South Florida, we are not
serious about reaching Florida.” @TommyGreen21.
100 percent of the state mission offering supports reaching, church planting,
revitalization in #SendSouthFlorida.
Engage in #SendSouthFlorida “Come over to help us” pray-go-give.
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